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We all know what it is like to not want to do
something that we should do. Maybe you have
had to apologise to someone you have hurt, even
though it was difficult and awkward. Maybe you
have told someone about Jesus, even though it
was scary and you didn’t know how they would
react. 
 
God tells Ananias to go heal and restore the
sight of a man named Saul, who is not only a
persecutor of Christians, but also has the power
to put Ananias in prison or even have him killed
for his beliefs. Ananias, ready to serve God, says
‘Here I am Lord’ (v10). He risks his life to obey
God. 
 
But Ananias also questions God’s choice (v13-14).
Why Saul, of all people? Ananias had heard how
much Saul had persecuted his fellow believers.
Through God’s amazing grace, God chose Saul
(later named Paul) to be his messenger to the
Gentiles. God chose a man who some would
have considered beyond forgiveness, and
forgave him, because no-one’s sins are bigger
than God’s grace.

This is the same Paul who wrote many of the
letters we now read in the New Testament and
who was imprisoned and died for his trust in
Jesus. The bible is filled with God using sinful
people to tell others of his amazing grace and
love. 
 
Despite Ananias’ doubts, he trusts God and is
obedient to him. God says ‘Rise and go’ (v11), and
Ananias goes. He does what God tells him to,
even though it’s terrifying, even though he is
risking his life, and even though he is astounded
by God’s choice of Saul and God’s amazing
grace in choosing him. 
 
It is not always easy to be obedient to God and
to live how he asks us to. The possible
consequences for obeying God probably will
never be as extreme for us as they were for
Ananias, but that doesn’t mean it’s not scary and
difficult. But we can trust God, that he knows
what is best for us and works for our good. We
show our love for God through our obedience.
Just like Ananias, we can say ‘Here I am Lord’.

HERE I AM, LORD

Where in your life do you struggle to be obedient to God? 

How can knowing that God forgives and loves you help you to trust him and be

obedient to him?

1.

2.

Dear Lord, thank you for your amazing grace and loving kindness. Thank you that your

grace is bigger than any of my sins and that you forgive me. Please help me to be

obedient to you and to trust you like Ananias did.

Acts 9:1-19

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

Have you ever had to do something you didn’t want to do, 

even though you knew it was the right thing to do?



DEVOTION 2 WEEK OF SUN 10/05

Whenever I am guilty of something, I like to
pretend that it isn’t that bad or I try to make
myself look better by blaming someone else
(most commonly growing up it was my younger
siblings). 
 
Sometimes it makes me feel a bit better, but
often I still feel guilty and that I need to do
something to make it up to the person I have
wronged. And I think this is because all these
things that I try to do to cover up my guilt don’t
actually fix the relationship. 
 
In Romans 3 we see that everyone is guilty before
God. “All people are under the power of sin” (v9),
“there is no-one righteous, not even one” (v10)
and “all have turned away” (v 12). 
 
And we can’t pretend that our sin isn’t that bad,
or lower the standard or compare ourselves to
others or be good enough because “There is no
difference between Jew or Gentile, for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (v 22-
23) We are all guilty before God and we can’t do 

anything to fix our relationship with Him.
 
“But now the righteousness of God has been
manifested apart from law” (v 21) God has done
something to deal with our guilt and to fix our
relationship with him. We read that “all are
justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (v 24). 
 
We are guilty before God but Jesus has died for
that sin. Jesus has died in our place and this is
the only way that we can be forgiven and we are
restored and brought back into relationship with
God. 
 
How do you respond to this passage? This can be
hard to accept because it means acknowledging
in your heart that you are so guilty before God
that there is nothing you can do to solve the
problem. But we can be so thankful because God
in his grace, has declared us innocent before him
and done everything for us to be back in
relationship with Him

GUILTY BEFORE GOD

Are you someone who feels really guilty over sin or brushes it aside thinking it is not

that bad? 

How does this passage help you to have a right view of your sin and relationship with

God? 

What have you be reminded about God’s character from this passage?

1.

2.

3.

Kind Heavenly Father, there is no-one righteous, no-one good enough, not even me. In

times where I tempted to feel that I can rely on myself, please remind me of my sin

against you and my deep need for Jesus. In times where I feel that I am too far gone,

please remind me that I am never too far gone – you are a God who is full of grace and

there is full forgiveness made possible through Jesus’ death in my place. Amen

Romans 3:9-30

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

What do people tend to feel guilty about? 

How do people often get rid of the feeling of guilt?


