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This story at the very end of Jesus life helps us
understand the meaning of Jesus death on the
cross as well as the miracle of undeserved grace. 
 
The story begins by telling us about the criminals
who were executed alongside Jesus. These men
were convicted criminals, they were not nice
guys. They had done the wrong thing and they
were being punished because they deserved it (v
41). Even before these men say anything, Jesus
turns his head from side to side and feels
compassion for these scoundrels. 
 
Jesus heart for people is revealed in v 34. He
longs to forgive and show mercy to people who
are often unaware of why they do the things they
do. The terrible contrast is that while Jesus is
praying for the criminals, the Jews, the soldiers,
for all of mankind, those who are there just want
to take home Jesus belongings (v34). 
 
The meaning of the death of Jesus is then
explained in v35 “He saved others: let him save
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen
one."

one.” The irony here is that Jesus has to die to
save others, he can’t save himself. His death is
the payment for our sins. He must die to fulfil the
role of the Messiah, the chosen one who has
come to save God’s people. 
 
The two criminals responded in opposite ways.
The first one insulted Jesus and made fun of him
just like the soldiers. “Aren’t you the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” (v39) He thought Jesus was
deluded and powerless. The other criminal,
however, seems to know that Jesus is legit, that
Jesus is innocent and comes from God (v40). He
seems to know that Jesus has authority and that
he has the power to save him. “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom” (v42). 
 
The last verse is really quite shocking. The
criminal who asks Jesus for help is going to be
with Jesus when he dies. He will receive eternal
life. He is saved not because of anything good
that he has done, remember, he is a scoundrel.
He is saved because he has put his faith and
hope in Jesus. What amazing grace!

GRACE FOR SCOUNDRELS

Which criminal on the cross are you more like? How so?

What is Jesus' attitude towards the people who were judging and mocking him?

What do we learn about God's personality/character from this passage?

1.

2.

3.

Father, thank you for this story about Jesus giving up his life to save me. I pray that I will

be like the criminal on the cross and that I would recognise my sin and need for Jesus'

help. Please transform my heart that I might be able to show the same compassion and

grace to other people that Jesus has showed me. Amen

Luke 23:32-43

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

Think of the most rebellious kid at your school. Do you think they

could ever become a Christian and go to Heaven?
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God's kingdom often seems upside down
compared to the human way of doing things.
Jesus suggests this by saying, ‘So the last will be
first and the first last’ (v16). 
 
This parable is teaching us about God’s generous
and just nature to all who believe in him. No
matter how long the workers worked in the story,
they were all paid the same: God offers the
same gift of grace to all who accept it. It doesn’t
matter where you are in life, or what you have or
haven’t done. 
 
God’s grace and love for people is complete. It
cannot increase or decrease depending on to
how many good deeds you have done, or how
long you have followed Jesus. God does not love
you any less when you sin, but he also does not
love you more when you do a good deed. And in
this life, God does not punish you for sinning nor
does he reward you for obeying him.
 
While this can seem unfair, it makes sense when
we understand the nature of God’s amazing
grace.

God’s grace and love are not like human favour,
they cannot be earned or lost. We cannot earn
more of God's love by being a better follower o
Jesus. Similarly, we cannot disqualify ourselves
from God's love by failing to live the way he calls
us to.
 
Sometimes it can be hard to accept God’s love
because as humans we can never fully
comprehend just how big and unconditional it is.
When Jesus died on the cross for your sins, the
gift of grace that God offers became available
to you, and that doesn’t and can’t change
according to how hard you work for God or how
long you do.
 
This doesn't mean that you should put off
following God until later in life. Until we decide
to follow God we are ‘idle in the marketplace’
(v3). When God calls us to follow and live for him,
it is a great joy because it is a calling that we
ourselves could never earn. God allows us to
become his children, and receive a sure identity
and purpose, as a free gift.

UNCHANGEABLE GRACE

Do the events of this parable seem unfair to you? Why? 

How do you think about God’s love? Do you sometimes feel like your behaviour could

make him love you more or less? 

How does knowing God's amazing grace change the way you act towards others?

1.

2.

3.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the wonderful gift of your grace and your love.

Thank you that you forgive me when I sin and that you still love me the same. Thank you

that you are unchangeable and that your love is unconditional. Please help me to

remember how much you love me and help me to love other people in this way.

Matthew 20:1-16

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

Think of a time you have felt cheated that someone else was treated better 

than they deserved to be treated. Did it seem fair? Why/why not?


