
DEVOTION 1 WEEK OF SUN 21/06

In today's passage, Moses is addressing all of
Israel as they prepare to enter the Promised
Land. He reminds them about their parents'
generation, who failed to trust that the Lord
would help them conquer the people who
occupied the land before them. As this new
generation gets ready to enter the land, Moses
warns them not to repeat their parents' mistake.
 
But what was their mistake? After Moses
commanded them to courageously enter the land
(v21), they instead suggest sending spies to go
first (v22-24). The spies return with both good
and bad news: the land is good and fruitful
(v25), but the people there are large, and so are
their cities (v28). So instead of having courage in
God and entering the land, instead they said,
"The Lord hates us and wants to destroy us"
(v27).
 
Because they did not trust God, God forbade
them from entering the land. Instead, they
wandered for 40 years in the desert until the
next generation was old enough to enter the
land in their parents' place.
 
This seems like a harsh punishment, doesn't it? 

But this moment in the history of God's people
teaches us a valuable lesson about who God is.
The mistake the people made was that they
didn't trust God to give them the land. They
doubted he would be as generous to them as he
had promised. And so, in this story, we see that it
takes faith to receive the benefits of God's
promises to us.
 
As we heard in Sunday's sermon, God is generous
to his people. He is near to his people. And he is
faithful. We can trust in God to give us what he
promises.
 
Were the people right to fear the inhabitants of
the land? In one way, yes - they were strong
people with well defended cities! But in another
way, they never had anything to fear, because
God had promised to give them that land. There
was nothing to fear with God on their side.
 
It's the same for us today. We fear no judgement
because Jesus Christ bore it for us. God is near
us because Jesus has come, and dwells with us
by his Holy Spirit. And even when it looks like
God's promise to bless us is under threat, we
have nothing to fear, because God is generous.

PROMISE UNDER THREAT

What things in life make it hard to believe that God has everything under control?

When do you find it hard to trust that God will deliver on all of the things that he

promises?

What can you do to grow to trust God more?

1.

2.

3.

Heavenly Father, you have promised so many good things to us. You promise eternal life,

forgiveness of sins, and entry into your heavenly kingdom. It can be hard to trust in these

promises sometimes. Help me to trust in your generosity and power. Amen.

Deuteronomy 1:19-33

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

Have you ever repeated a mistake you had already made in the past?

What was that experience like?



DEVOTION 2 WEEK OF SUN 21/06

According to the first verse of this passage, there
is a war within each of us: a war against sinful
desires. Of all the crises that we experience in
life, perhaps this is the most serious - the crisis
within our hearts. We have to wage war against
our own sinful heart; as it says in Jeremiah 17:9,
"The heart is deceitful above all things."
 
What does it look like for us to fight against our
sinful desires? Firstly, according to v12, it is to live
an upright and holy life. We are called to live a
life so good and blameless that even the people
around us who don't believe in God will notice
how differently we live, and come to glorify God. 
 
A lot of the time people ask the question, "If God
freely forgives all of our sins, what's the point of
living a holy life?" In this verse we see one
excellent answer to that question: living a holy
life points other people to God and helps them
to believe and be saved, just as we are. We
should be concerned about more than just our
own salvation, but others' too.
 
Secondly, Peter tells us to obey the law and
governing authorities (v13-14). This might seem
like

a weird thing to find in the Bible. Why would we
be told to obey and submit to something other
than God? Well, Peter says it's so that other
people would find no blame in us (v15) - that no
one can ever accuse us of using our Christian
freedom to commit evil (v16).
 
Christians aren't the most popular or most liked
people in our society. But if we are loving,
respectful, and keep the law, then who can
accuse us of any wrong? Christians can shine like
a light in the darkness by being good, kind, law-
abiding citizens.
 
Just as we have a war against sin raging in our
hearts, so does everybody else who doesn't
believe in Jesus. The scary thought is that those
who don't trust in Jesus don't have the promise of
forgiveness for when they succumb to sin. 
 
What can we do about that? We can fight
against sin in our own life, and live so excellently
that when we tell other people about our saving
faith in Jesus, they would want what we have.
The best thing we can do for others is to lead
them into faith in Jesus Christ.

THE CRISIS WITHIN

Does the idea of your sinful desires waging war against you fit with your experience

of life?

What is one thing you can do this week to fight against sin in your life?

1.

2.

Heavenly Father, I know that no matter how sinful I am, I can have complete forgiveness

because of Jesus' death for me. Help me to take my sin seriously, and to fight against it

in my life. I know I don't have to earn your love, but as someone dearly loved by you, help

me to hate my sin the way that you hate it. And help me to live a life worthy of your

kingdom, so that others would see your work in my life and glorify you. Amen

1 Peter 2:11-17

Reflection Questions:

Prayer:

Before Reading: 

Do you think the world would be a better place if everyone was just like you?

Why / Why not?


