
 

Week 3



God's ear | Matt 6:9-14

9 “This, then, is how you should

pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

10 your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us today our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as

we also have forgiven our debtors.

13 And lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.[b]’

14 For if you forgive other

people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also

forgive you.

Opening Questions

Anything you found interesting, encouraging, or you even

disagreed in Sunday's sermon?

Do you struggle with prayer? Why/why not?

When you pray what do you imagine? Do you envision God on His

throne? How do you focus on Him? 

How do you pray? 

Do you not see but rather feel? Do you ever just sit and listen?

 

 



 The preface to the Lord’s prayer in verse 8 reads: ‘8 Do not be like

them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him’

referring to the pagans who babble out loud. We have a God that

knows our heats, who knows what we need. Prayer is as much

about talking to God as it is listening. And He also takes delight

in listening to us and the worries and thoughts upon our hearts.

That is one of the beauties of our relational God. 

The first thought of the Lord’s prayer follows of something that

could resemble Revelations 1:2. It is a powerful

image to behold, God in His throne, above all, all powerful, all

loving. When was the last time we sat in His presence and simply

listened?  Could we take Psalm 46:10 and use it to come

into His presence? “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be

exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

When we stop listening, we neglect growing our roots deeper

into God.  If we don’t listen, we won’t hear; if we don’t hear, we

won’t obey. If we don’t obey, our roots shrivel up as do our weary

souls. When we listen and obey, this prayer breathes life into

God’s Kingdom. His Will will be done on earth, and it is only due

to the strength that comes from the Holy Spirit as He gives us

daily bread when we ask.

Verses 12-14 seems to take a leaf straight out of Jesus’ life. To ask

God for the forgiveness that only comes through Jesus, to forgive

others, and to seek protection from the devil and the evil

ways in this world (see Matthew 9:2, Luke 7:36-50, Matt 4:1-3).

Jesus meets us wherever we are. He has gone before, He has our

backs. Let’s try to dig deeper into our relationship with God by

talking, asking, laughing, joking, crying, wrestling, and listening to

Him. It is what He craves most of His creation.

God knows our hearts and prayers even if wecan’t articulate what

we need to pray about (Romans 8:26-27). Even through groans,

the Holy Spirit hears us and knows exactly what we need. And

because He does know what we need (even better than we do),

the responses to those prayers may be different to what we

expect.



Challenge & Application

What stands out to you in this passage? 

Challenge: as you go through each line of the

prayer – pause and listen to what God may be

putting on your heart – to forgive, to obey, to take a

leap of faith, to know Him and His mystery. 

Do you use the structure of the Lord’s prayer

to pray? How might this be helpful?

Weekly check-up! How did you go with

Bible reading/prayer? Encourage each other and

talk about ways you can help

each other grow.


